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Abstract: The article describes cultural and educational tourism as 

one of the promising and priority directions for the Azerbaijan 
Republic and many other countries. The article examines the features, 
development potential and the current state of cultural and 
educational tourism in the Karabakh region. The detailed description 
of tourist and historical heritage is given. UNESCO Cultural Heritage 
List is analysed. The adoption of state programs, the formation of 
special economic zones, the organization of international events, and 
organisation of special procedures in this field is aimed at the 
developing cultural and educational tourism in Azerbaijan regions. 
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INTRODUCTION 
From a theoretical standpoint, tourism is considered a complex 

phenomenon of the world economy today. Having a multiplier effect, 
it is capable of influencing many key sectors of the national economy. 
Tourism is an important source of foreign exchange earnings for the 
country. It promotes the expansion of international contacts, the 
revival of cultural development centres. Also, tourism contributes to 
the dynamic growth of the number of jobs, the development of the 
regional economy and its infrastructure, as well as the improvement of 
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the well-being of the local population. Thus, being a powerful world 
industry, tourism significantly affects the socio-economic, political 
and cultural development of many countries. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Studies have shown that in recent years in many countries, 
including Azerbaijan, the tourism industry has become an important 
direction in the service sector development. It should be noted that I. 
Aliyev, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, at one of his 
speeches called the development of the non-oil sector one of the 
priority directions of socio-economic policy, stressing that Azerbaijan 
has a strong economy. However, we must strive to develop the non-
oil, industrial, service, and tourism sectors (Official website of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 2021). 

Our republic possesses a large amount of spectacular natural, 
historical and cultural resources. The availability of natural resources, 
the presence of cultural, historical, architectural, and archaeological 
monuments is one of the primary conditions leading to the 
development of international tourism.  

But, unfortunately, for over 27 years most of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
namely 20% of the territory of Azerbaijan, the land with a unique 
natural and cultural potential for intensive tourism development was 
occupied by Armenia. 

More than 927 libraries, 464 historical monuments and museums, 
more than 100 archaeological sites, 6 state theatres and concert halls 
have been destroyed in the territories of Azerbaijan seized by Armenia. 
More than 40 thousand valuable items and rare exhibits were stolen 
from looted museums. Thus, rare gold and silver jewellery, woven in 
past centuries valuable carpets after the destruction of the Kalbajar 
History and Ethnography Museum were taken to Armenia. The same 
situation happened to the Shusha Historical Museum, Aghdam 
Museum of Bread, and the Zangilan Museum of Stone Monuments. It 
is almost impossible to determine the total cost of these historical and 
cultural values plundered and destroyed by the Armenians. The 
Republic of Armenia, grossly violating the provisions of the Hague 
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
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Armed Conflict and the Paris Convention on the Means of Prohibiting 
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of 
Cultural Property, is engaged in looting the cultural property of 
Azerbaijan. 

Even in the Soviet Union period, up to 50% of capital investments 
were annually invested in these regions to expand the tourist 
infrastructure and the tourism industry there. For instance, the Istisu 
mineral waters located on the territory of the Kalbajar region were 
unique because of their gas and chemical composition, high temperature, 
and a large volume. 

Its waters have a therapeutic effect on external and internal human 
diseases. In the 1980s, a large health resort and a plant for collecting 
mineral water were constructed at the Istisu spring. This plant 
produced 800 thousand litres of mineral water per day. In Istisu village 
of Kalbajar region All-Union sanatoriums No. 1 and 2 operated, where 
50 thousand people were treated and rested annually during the Soviet 
times. The Istisu mineral spring was one of the natural resources of 
Kalbajar, bringing high earnings to the regional budget. Shusha is an 
amazingly beautiful city-fortress in the mountains. In the recent past, 
it was a resort town as well as a historical and architectural reserve that 
has now turned into a ghost town. It is located on a high plateau (1400 
m above the sea level) in the centre of Nagorno-Karabakh. Also, the 
Lachin region has a great tourist potential, the territory of which is rich 
in mounds dating back to the Bronze Age. 
 

RESULTS 
However, during the 44-day Second Karabakh War, thanks to the 

efforts of our soldiers, the occupied lands were liberated. The President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, on December 01, 2020, addressing the 
people, stated: "A new era is beginning for our country. A new era of 
creation, an era of development, an era of restoration of our liberated 
territories. In general, the economic, agricultural and tourism potential 
of all liberated regions is great. We should use this potential wisely and 
turn the Karabakh region into one of the most beautiful regions not 
only in Azerbaijan, but also in the world, and I am sure that we will do 
this. Thus, our victory is a historic one. We have liberated several 
districts from the enemy on the battlefield and forced the enemy to 
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return three other districts, therefore resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. Now, the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict no longer exists". 

Azerbaijan, due to its unique natural, cultural and historical 
potential, as well as the interest of foreign tourists in the new 
destination, has all the advantages for the development of most types 
of tourism. The socio-economic transformations that have taken place 
in the republic over the past 20 years have turned Baku into one of the 
business centres of the region. If Georgia is traditionally known as a 
country with a developed historical and cultural tourism, then in recent 
years Azerbaijan is especially known as a provider of MICE services, 
where the largest events of both Eurasian and world-scale are held. 

Nonetheless, in Azerbaijan, along with business tourism, the 
development of cultural and educational tourism is also considered a 
priority. So, cultural, historical and architectural sites of the country 
are a matter of interest of foreign tourists. For them, this is an 
opportunity to experience and get to know our culture. 

Azerbaijan has great potential for the development of cultural and 
educational tourism, as the country has more than 6,000 historical, 
architectural and cultural monuments, some of which are included in 
the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

The key attractive places and cultural sites of Azerbaijan include 
numerous palaces, monumental fortresses, mausoleums, mosques, 
houses of khans, museums, shopping complexes, and baths. These 
are the Palace of the Shirvanshahs (XV century) and the Maiden's 
Tower, (height 29.5 meters, VII-XII centuries) which have been 
included in the UNESCO list since 2000, Icheri Sheher (XII century) 
is the heart of the Baku, the colourful Iranian region, the embankment 
(one of the most beautiful in the world), various caravanserais are 
Seid Yahya Bakuvi Mausoleum, Multani (XV century), Bukhara (XV 
century), Mollahana (XIII century), numerous mosques are 
Muhammad ibn Abu-Bakr ("Sinikh-Gala," 1078-1079 is the oldest 
building in the city), Mirza-Ahmed (1345), Mollah-Ahmed (XIV 
century), Juma (XV-XX centuries), Tuba-Shahi (XV century). Also, 
there are other historical sites, i.e. "Atashgah" Temple of Fire (XVII-
XVIII centuries), Holy Myrrhbearers Cathedral of Russian Orthodox 
Church, Sabail Castle (1232), Ramana Fortress (XVI century), 
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Mardakan Fortress (mid-XIV century), Shikh Fortress (XVI century), 
Gobustan, where images of the Stone Age and many rock paintings 
are painted (in 2007 was included in the UNESCO World Heritage 
List), Khodaafarin Bridges, historically connecting the north of 
Azerbaijan with the south located on the territory of Jabrail, Azykh 
cave, the Palace of Sheki khans (in 2001 it was included in UNESCO 
list), Khinalig village (Guba region), Lahij village (Ismayilli region), 
Kish village (Sheki region), the National Museum of Art, Museum of 
History of Azerbaijan, unique Azerbaijan National Carpet Museum, 
Museum of Folk and Applied Arts, etc. 

In addition, as reported by the State Agency for Tourism of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, placed under its authority the State Historical, 
Architectural, and Ethnographic Reserve "Khinalig" has been included 
in the preliminary list of candidates for inclusion in the UNESCO 
World Heritage List. 

Also, the Ministry of Culture has started work on the preparation of 
a nomination dossier to include the cradle of Azerbaijani culture, the 
historical centre of Shusha, in the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage 
List. The Shusha Historical and Architectural Reserve includes the 
Yukhari and Ashagi Gevkhar Agha Mosque, the House of Khurshid 
Banu Natavan, the Palace of Karabakh Khans, the Vagif Mausoleum, 
the House of Mirza Salah Bey Zohrabekov, the Shusha Barrow, the 
Shusha Cave Camp, the Shusha Fortress and others. 

Thus, as the Minister of Culture of the republic said, the Azerbaijani 
authorities plan to engage the mission of UNESCO experts in the 
restoration of the cultural and religious heritage in the Nagorno-
Karabakh region, which came under the control of Baku. 

Moreover, the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List includes 
15 Azerbaijani masterpieces: Azerbaijani mugham (this is the first 
masterpiece that was included in the list in 2008), the art of Azerbaijani 
as-hugs (2009), Novruz holiday (2009), Azerbaijani traditional art of 
carpet weaving (2010), craftsmanship and the art of playing the tar 
(2012), chovgan (2013), the traditional art of making and wearing a 
women's silk headscarf, i.e. kalagai and its symbolism (2014), copper 
production in Lahich (2015), lavash (2016), the tradition of cooking 
and serving dolma (2017, together with Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
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and Turkey), craftsmanship and the art of playing the kamancha 
(2017), yalli (kochari, tenzere), i.e. collective traditional dances of 
Nakhchivan (2018), the epic "Kitabi-Dede Gorgud" (2018, jointly 
with Turkey and Kazakhstan), pomegranate festival (2020), miniature 
art (2020). 

President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Goodwill Ambassador 
of UNESCO and ISESCO Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva participated at a fest 
dedicated to the 60th anniversary of UNESCO "Azerbaijan: at the 
crossroads of cultures and civilizations" organized in the framework 
of the week of "Dialogue among Civilizations" stated: "Azerbaijan is 
an ancient land with a rich cultural heritage and traditions. Our country 
is located at the crossroads of East and West. In 1918, the first 
Democratic Republic in the East, Azerbaijan, was established. It was 
the first European-style parliamentary republic in the entire Islamic 
world. In addition, for the first time among the Islamic countries of the 
world, opera, ballet, theatre, women's schools, free press, and equal 
suffrage for men and women were established in Azerbaijan. Today 
Azerbaijan has become a modern country that shares European values 
and is fully aware of the path it follows" (Summit Report, 2020). 

In this connection, significant efforts on the reconstruction and 
restoration of these infrastructural cultural objects are being made in 
order to preserve, save, study, promote and develop them by the 
government of the country and the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Back in the mid-1990s of the last century, the head of the state of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan initiated the preparation of a new edition 
of the Law on the Protection of Historical and Cultural Monuments. In 
1999, the government of Azerbaijan and the World Bank signed a long-
term Loan Agreement for 7.5 million US dollars, which provides for 
the reconstruction of the second floor of the residence and the 
conservation of Divankhan on the territory of the Shirvanshahs Palace 
complex (14-15th centuries), the conservation of the Mausoleum and 
two minarets of the 14th century in the village of Garabaglar, the 
conservation of the 11th century Momine-Khatun Mausoleum in 
Nakhchivan and the restoration of the Palace of the Sheki Khans of the 
18th century. 
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In 2013, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
adopted a state program for the restoration, protection of immovable 
historical and cultural monuments, improvement and development of 
the activities of historical and cultural reserves in 2014-2020.This 
served as the basis for the extension of work in the field of protecting 
the national cultural heritage. Besides, by decree of President Ilham 
Aliyev in December 2014, the State Service of Cultural Heritage 
Conservation, Development and Rehabilitation under the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

According to the Law on the Protection of Historical and Cultural 
Monuments, in 2001 the gradation of all monuments according to the 
degree of importance was approved. According to a government 
decree dated August 02, 2001, 6308 historical and cultural monuments 
were taken under state protection on the territory of Azerbaijan. 
Furthermore, 1725 more monuments have been discovered since then 
which are also protected by the state. There are also 27 state historical, 
cultural, architectural, artistic and ethnographic reserves in the country. 

As outlined above, Azerbaijan works closely with the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre. Cooperation with various international 
organizations has been formed. Azerbaijani experts in the field of 
protection and restoration of historical and cultural monuments 
regularly attend international conferences and sessions held by 
UNESCO, ICOMOS, ICСROM and other organizations. 

In general, both restoration and conservation work are financed 
mainly from the state budget, from the local executive authority's 
budget, through donations from individuals, foreign and international 
organizations. For example, the restoration of a small German church 
("Kapelhaus") in Baku was fully financed by the German government. 
Moreover, currently, work is underway to restore the Albanian 
Christian temple of the 5th-6th centuries in the village of Kish, Sheki, 
funded by non-governmental organizations in Norway. 

According to the State Service of Cultural Heritage Conservation, 
Development and Rehabilitation under the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Austrian architects carried out 
the repair and reconstruction work of the National Museum of Art, 
which was completed in 2008. Besides, the Ministry of Culture and 
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Tourism cooperates with conservators from Poland, an Italian company 
from Naples. Furthermore, the architects of our scientific research 
institute Azerberpa establish close contacts with Italian restorers, 
regularly travel to Italy for seminars and learn from their experience. 

Under the Ministry of Culture, an ad-hoc group for the "Supporting 
Cultural Heritage" project was created, which held tenders that 
identified firms to carry out restoration work. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

The State Tourism Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan informs 
that on December 01, 2020, the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Azerbaijan Tourism Board, speaking at the Uzakrota Online 2020 
tourism summit, one of the largest tourism events in Turkey, gave 
information about Karabakh, its tourism opportunities and the 
development prospects in this region. Furthermore, the State Agency 
for Tourism has prepared an advertising video about the Kalbajar 
region's sights, liberated from the occupation. Kalbajar, with its 
ancient monuments, Albanian heritage, healing springs, beautiful 
nature, has huge potential for the development of different types of 
tourism. 

After the liberation of Azerbaijan's occupied regions, on December 
4, an online meeting between the Azerbaijan Tourism Board and 
representatives of the Pakistani tourism industry on the topic "Tourism 
and sustainable development goals" was held. The primary purpose 
was to show and provide detailed information about the liberated 
Karabakh region's tourism opportunities and new tourist routes. In this 
regard, Pakistani travel companies have expressed interest in 
enhancing cooperation in this field. 

On top of that, the Azerbaijan Tourism Board promoted Karabakh 
and its tourism opportunities on December 9-10 at the Travel Meet 
Asia 2020 virtual events held with the participation of South Asian 
countries. Also, Tour Expo Tourism Fair with the participation of 
travel companies of Uzbekistan was held. At the meetings and 
webinars held as part of the events, the participants were provided with 
information about the tourism opportunities of Azerbaijan, in 
particular, Nagorno-Karabakh. 
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Consequently, the adoption of state programs, the formation of 
special economic zones, the organization of international events, and 
the conduct of special procedures in this field again prove our state's 
increased interest in developing cultural and educational tourism in 
Azerbaijan regions. 
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