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Abstract: It is a social necessity to be taught in the educational institutions as a 
compulsory self-discipline in social ecology. It is a completely independent field of 
knowledge studying the specific laws on the compatibility of society and nature 
within the framework of a unified social and natural system. Therefore, the teaching 
of social ecology should not only take the form of ecological aspects in particular 
disciplines but also as an independent discipline.
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INTRODUCTION
The historical destiny of civilizations directly depends on how the interaction of 

humans with nature develops. There is an assumption that the decline in the culture 
of people has been largely determined by disturbing the balance of natural conditions 
as a result of inappropriate and improper exploitation of natural resources. This was 
characteristic of civilizations mainly associated with the agricultural nature of 
production in extreme climatic conditions. For example, vast areas of the desert in 
North Africa, Mesopotamia, Central Asia have once existed, judging by excavations, 
dense forests and deep-water rivers, but the foolish use of fire by the ancient people 
for the release of lands from the forests, too intensive soil cultivation and excessive 
animals grazing has led to the desertification of these places at a rapid pace, and 
about 8 000 years ago these places, glorified by the rich nature and high level of 
civilization development, have been buried in the sands. In this sense, today Karl 
Marx's thought is even more relevant that emphasizes that "if civilization develops 
in an incremental way, it inevitably leaves behind a desert, thus hampering the 
possibility of its own existence".

If so far the term "culture" encompassed only that part of nature that was 
immediately mastered by man, it is now necessary to spread throughout the natural 
environment to the existence of man, including, above all, the biosphere, and then 
the adjacent to her areas of the earth's bowels and cosmic space.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Methods of descriptive analysis and synthesis have been used during the research 

of the current stage of the ecoculture development. Both structuration scheming and
logic analysis have been implemented by scientific justification of the environmental 
educational system.
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The theoretical base for discussion in our article is scientific papers of leading 
Bulgarian and foreign scholars on the issues of environmental culture and ecology-
oriented education.

RESULTS
1. Development of Ecoculture
Ecoculture means first of all the change in the very of human attitude towards 

the nature in such a way that it is built as conscious not only for the needs of the use 
of its own phenomena and processes, but also on the basis of systemic understanding 
of connections existing in the natural environment and ensuring its overall viable 
character. Such attitude towards the nature implies a qualitatively new level of its 
acquaintance and practical use, when the researched subject and the basis of activity 
becomes, alongside those laws that have been taken into account earlier, as well as 
the environmental laws, i.e. laws of biosphere self-regulation and its components.

The only way to fulfill requirements of the self-regulation law of complex systems
is the same systematic change of the whole structure of human's activity that means 
transforming its culture.

Culture is one of the most complex concepts characterizing human beings not 
only as the creator of material and spiritual values, but also the very mode of their 
creative activity. The transformation of the culture under ecological principles requires
radical changes in the common value system of society and first of all, a new paradigm
for the spiritual and behavioral structure of humanity. The main axis of traditional 
culture is anthropocentrism, i.e. human beings perceived as the basis of humanism. 
Ecological culture is built around the paradigm of biosphere-growth, or ecocentrism. 
Ultimately, this paradigm is human-oriented as a major goal of social development, 
but indirectly through the task of preserving the natural environment of society. The 
marked difference is very important as it defines the entire remaining system of 
priorities in the economic, political, legal and other spheres of the social life.

Humanism in ecological culture is fundamental concept in the environmental 
hazards face. It starts from taking into account the real possibilities of the biosphere 
to provide inhabitants with appropriate conditions for the existence. Instead of the 
self-confident, haughty "everything for human beings", the wiser "everything about 
the nature" comes, and then people as far as nature allows, its laws, which make us 
truly free and protected disastrous catastrophes to the extent of the knowledge and 
obedience. Recognizing the reality of the global ecological crisis and the rapid pace 
of its transformation into environmental disaster sharply limits the choice of strategy 
for further development of the society. The main question now is that will humanity 
have the time to fully realize the new ecological paradigm in all its complexity and 
to implement the ecological commands.

2. Education and environmental culture
An advanced role in shaping the modern understanding of the world is given to 

the educational system. Environmental education along with economic, humanitarian 
and informational, should be at the heart of the entire education system. Ecological 
culture precisely by virtue of its radical distinction from the traditional one, cannot 
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be formed by itself, gradually passing from generation to generation, as it had been 
before. In the present case, humanity does not have time to overcome the ecofob 
orientation gradually, as the rate of the nature destruction has exceeded long the 
limitations inherent in the biosphere, which is full of the danger of an ecological 
catastrophe. The formation of an ecological culture should be seen as the most important
way to overcome the danger, and there is no more effective way of doing this than 
well-organized environmental education.

Environmental education should also be distinguished from traditional types of 
this activity and include (a) knowledge about the biosphere; (b) leading role of living 
nature in the maintenance of this planetary system; (c) ways of ensuring human 
compatibility with nature, i.e. all that was almost absent in the previous educational 
system, but currently relevant for the further human beings' existence on the Earth.

In the educational process, one should not only learn new knowledge and build 
another way of dealing with the nature, but also learn to feel responsive for changes 
that are taking place in order to be able to bring correcting actions in time. Ecological 
education should be of a pre-eminent nature, thus providing a kind of time inversion 
in the socio-natural system development "from a conscious future to the present". 
The previous time-span of social development "from the present to the future" is 
now becoming threatening by virtue of its elemental nature and insufficient, because 
it does not encompass natural reality as an environment for its existence and manageable
development.

3. Environmentally oriented educational system
The educational system must be consistent with the tasks of the new volume of 

the socio-natural reality management and the new time paradigm. There is no such 
compliance for now, but needs to be ensured in the following main directions:

(1) It is necessary to overcome the immediate and naive anthropocentrism that 
has been characteristic of the whole previous culture and has played a small role in 
the emergence of the ecological crisis, since people with all needs, extravagant and 
inflated, were regarded as an end, and the whole nature. According to this point of 
the view, a source of resources should be and nothing more. And the fact that the 
nature can also be an inherent self-esteem, and it is its own logic in the development, 
in which people are obliged to incorporate their activity in a sufficiently coherent way,
was unaccepted. The position in the relationship between people and the nature has 
been extremely simple, i.e. the nature has to serve people as a basis of well-being. 
The ecological crisis put an end to such the ideology. The nature has suddenly shown 
limits of its resources, viz. bio-resources, atmospheric air, fresh water, temperature 
regime stability and ecological equilibrium in general.

(2) The time has come to change fundamentally the previous consumer paradigm 
of natural use with a new constructive one. Humanity can overcome the limitation 
of the planet's renewable resources, if it transforms its activity as well as maintain 
its resilience. For this purpose, it is necessary to point out, what is the biosphere, 
what place various organisms occupy in the natural systems and what function they 
perform in maintaining their integrity and suitability for the life?
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(3) There is a question that people have never before been interested in, but which 
arises when society is viewed by environmental concerns: What is the place and role 
of society in the combination of natural phenomena and if their preservation fits for 
the life? From the anthropocentrism position, correct answer does not exist. People 
accustomed to being considered a reasonable being, the only living entity does not 
have such a life-size property as the ability of the ecological self-render. On the 
contrary, people are alone on the planet, they are able to self-destruct ecologically.

(4) It is necessary to overcome ecofobic prerequisites in the educational system 
such a way that environmental knowledge and habits can then be taken as a norm.

4. Ecology-oriented education
Regarding to the environmental education, a number of principles contained in 

the World Nature Conservation Strategy adopted by the UN Charter of Nature 
Conservation (1982) have been specified:

(a) the principle of encompassing in the environmental education of all ages, 
social and professional groups of the population;

(b) the principle of pre-emptive training of persons having the possibility and the 
right to adopt decisions in the field of practical activity;

(c) the principle of continuity in environmental education at different stages of 
education and training.

The environmental crisis is not just an environmental destruction. The deplorable 
state of the nature is also indicator of a crisis in society. That is why the crisis is of a 
systemic nature and should be seen as a sociopolitical crisis, viz. encompassing the 
entire socio-natural system. In order to understand its essence and ways out of it, we 
need to look in complexity of the social, natural and technical sciences, which so far 
remain divided. It is linked to the fact that ecology in the disciplines is often taught 
unilaterally either as biological knowledge or as social knowledge, but very rarely 
in unity. The methodology of teaching modern ecology is underdeveloped and the 
training of specialists in this field lags behind the actual needs.

CONCLUSION
It is a social necessity to be taught in the educational institutions as a compulsory 

self-discipline in social ecology. It is a completely independent field of knowledge 
studying the specific laws on the compatibility of society and the nature within the 
framework of a unified social and natural system. Therefore, the teaching of social 
ecology should not only take the form of ecological aspects in particular disciplines, 
but also as an independent discipline.
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